March 2008

Dear Parent/Legally Authorized Adult:
OF\W\& l?)l"f 0¥ IS8T '

PR n e REsEEr, 2008 your child/children will be invited to join thelr 6™, 8™,
and 1 lth glade classmates in completing the Interim Iowa Youth Survey. Since 1975, students in
Towa have been filling out a similar questionnaire to provide information about their values,
beliefs, attitudes, and activities. Participation in the survey is anonymous and strictly
voluntary, and noe student is required to fill out the questionnaire. The survey will take less
than one class period, approximately 20 minutes, to coniplete and will be completed online.

Purpose of the Survey: -

The purpose of the survey is to collect information about Iowa youth, so we can better
understand their beliefs, values and decisions about what makes them feel secure, strong, and
safe in their communities, schools, and families, In addition, information is collected about their
ideas on alcohol, tobacco, drugs, sexual values, bullying and harassment, and violence
prevention, The information collected will help the state planning agencies, our schools, and
local community task forces put together valuable future programming. It is important to ask
children to tell us what is good and working about their life in Iowa, and what needs
improvement, in their eyes. '

The Attorney General for the lowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) has developed a plan for
making sure that the survey is voluntary and has parent approval. This plan is called a “passive
consent” procedure and it has three parts:
1. An Information Summiary to give you the basic information about the survey. (Included
here.)
2. An opportunity to read the survey questions before your child/children volunteer to
answer the questions.
3. An opportunity for you fo provide written refusal if you do not want your child/children
to participate in such a survey.
Part 1. The Information Summary
Parental Rights:
* You have the right and the responsibility to be informed about that which your child
volunteers to participate in school.
« You have the right to receive accurate information, about the Interim Iowa Youth Survey
questionnaire, in order for you to make good decisions for your family.

lowa Youth Survey Content:

The Interim Iowa Youth Survey consists of approximately 40 questions about key areas for
youth and families. Some of the areas on the questionnaire will have sensitive questions about
tobacco, alcohol, illegal drugs, sexual values, and thoughts on violence and safety. It is important
to remember that our school children do not live in identical environments. All children and
families do not have the same beliefs, attitudes or values. Your child/children may make very
different life choices than other children. If we are going to plan programming that keeps all
children safe and connected to their families, schools and communities, we need to know what .
our Towa children are thinking, saying and doing.



Confidentiality:

All information collected will be anonymous. Students will not put names or birth dates on the
survey, and all questionnaires will be sealed immediately after they are completed. Information
from the 6™ graders will be added together and reported as a school district group. The same will
be true for the 8% and 11" graders. Students will complete the survey online and all data will be
stored in a secure site in our district.

Compensation:
There will be no compensation or reward for students participating in the survey.

Voluntary:

+ All students in 6™, 8" and 11" grades will be invited to fill out the Interim Iowa Youth
Survey questlonnalre Students will have the right to refuse to answer any questzons on the
- survey. If students decide they want to change their mind and quit answering duringthe
survey, they may do so.

« If, as a parent or legally authorized representative, you do not want your child/children to
participate, you may send the school the Refusal to Consent form provided in this letter, and
your child/children will be provided a neutral activity during the survey class period. There is
no penalty for anyone who decides not to participate.

Risk:
There is no direct risk involved in filling out the survey. Students may find some questions
uncomfortable to answer. They may leave blank any question they do not wish to answer.

Benefits: '

There will be no direct benefits to the students the day of the survey. The data coilected
throughout the district will provide our schools and community with the information we need to
provide programs that will support our schools, the community and families in keeping our
children safe and hopeful about their future.

Questions:
Questions regarding the Interim Iowa Youth Survey are encouraged. Please contact your school
principal or Carol Johnson at Loess Hills Area Education Agency 13, 366-0503, 1-800-432-5804

or cjohnson@aeal3.org.

Part 2: Reviewing the Survey

A copy of the Interim Iowa Youth Survey will be available to preview at the school building offices
from March 25th through April 11th, 2008, After reviewing it, you can decide whether or not your
child/children will participate.




Part 3: Refusal of Consent

I have read the Information Summary provided. I understand that my child/children’s
participation in the survey is strictly voluntary. 1 also understand my right to review the survey at
the school building office between March 25th and April 11th, 2008. T do not want my
child/children listed below to participate in the Interim lowa Youth Survey. I understand that a
néutral activity will be provided for them during the survey time and that there is no penalty for
my family members not patticipating. I understand that this refusal of consent needs to be
received by the district no later than April 11th, 2008, Please return to the building principal.

Names of child/children who will not patticipate in the 2008 Interim lowa Youth Survey:

Child Name Grade
Child Name Grade
Child Name _ Grade

Parent Signature Date



Iys lnfenmsurvey !

[ Would you descrlbe yourself as... roce/ethnlcny) -
2000 fln what grade of schooi are you? e
3.  Whatis your current age?

4, Areyou & male or female?

5

6. How old were yob (if ever) when you first smoked a whole cigarette for the
Airst time?

| _' ____-:__How old were you (tf ever) when you f' rst drcmk (more?hdncfewsms)of
" aleohol {beer, wine, liquor)2 e - S

8. How old were you (if ever) when you f‘rsr tr:ed mcruuano (po? grass, hc:sh

~ bud, weed)2
9. nthe past 30 dc:ys_. on‘how. mcmy days. have you smoked cngc:reﬂe52

10.  In the past 30 days, on how many days have you had at least one drmk of
_alcohol (gEcss, bottle or can of beer, glass of wme, ilquor or mlxed drink?

'l _-':1”";.'-"'_.':-Durmg the. Iast 30 days, on. how many _days_ dld you have 5:-0 : more drmks
iofs alcohol (glasses, bottles or: ccms of beer; vine,: i {

'j'-.drinks) in ‘a row, that is wnthm a couple'of hours2

12.  In the past 30 days, on how many days have you Used marijuana (pot
| _hcsh bud, weed)?
: 13 "_-’.:{f-'-Durmg the: Icsr 30. days, how many hmes have you been wnh klds under 21

" who'were drinking'alcohol? il e
14,  During the Ic:st 30 days, how many times hc:ve you been wnh kids Under 21

hol ts/

15.  How much do you think you risk harming yourself (physmally or o?herw;se) if
‘you smoke cigarettes every day?

16, -'._:_How much do’ you thmk you: risk hdrmmg yourself (physrcclly or oa‘herw1se)

S you drink’ 3 or.more drinks. (glasses, cans or. bottles of beer, gldsses or '::j ;

e ::_-_'wme Ilquor or m:xed drinks) of alcohol nearly every dcty2




17.
18 :;5:':.Thmk|ng of your best fﬂends, how wrong would mosf of ihem feel lt would.'_:"_;;
" "-be foryou to smoke ctgareﬂesa o e e
19.

22 ?':_How wrong . would your parents/guc:rdlans feel |t would be for you t f

' smoke cigarettes?
23.

smoke marijuana?

24,

g -’-way? = Other students. le

the:r group or frlends, or: compleiely lgnored me.:

26.

29.

"How much do you think you risk harming yourself (physically or otherwise) if

you smoke mc&ruuancz once o week?

Thinking of your best friends, how wrong would most of them feel it would.
be for you to drink beer, wine or hard liquor (for example vodka, whisky,

. gk |
20 : 2Thmkmg of your best frlends, how wrong would most of them feel |t would:__:_ﬁ:'
. be for you to smoke marijuana? - Sl e

21,

How wrong would your porents/guordlans feel lt would be for you to drmk
beer, wine or hard liquor {for example vodka, whisky, gin) without their
|c:erm|55|on2

How wrong would your parents/guardlans feel it would be for you to

In the last 30 days, how many times have you been bullied at school in this
way? — | was called names, made fun of, or teased in a hurtful way.

in the. iast 30 days, how _rncmy hmes have you been bullled at school in th;s :

ft- me out of fh;ngs on pUrpose, excluded me from

In the last 30 days, how many times have you been bullled Ctt school in fhts
way? — | was hit, kicked, pushed, shoved around, or locked indoors.

'About how oﬁen in the Iost ?hree weeks have ony of your cEcssroom teach-
G ers had o stop teachlng m order fo dedl wnh c rncuor studen? dlsrupﬂon or _'
" behavior problem? . AT s

28,

When a student is bemg bullled cﬁ school how often do fhe teochers or
other adults at school fry to put a stop to it?

_Durmg the pcst 30 doys, on; how: many days dld you cc:rry c: weapon such
" as o gun, knife, or club on school property? R e




L 'f.':_eoch other w:th respecf '

How much do You agree wnth this stotemenﬁ - My teochers care obout me.__

'-"""""-'f”“-'How much do You dgree wnh thls stotemente - 'MY feochers nonce when I
-"--;’f;om domg a good job. and let:me’ know obout it L

34,

37

How much do you agree with this statement? — My teochers are ovoildbfe
to talk with students one-on-one.

L How mueh do you ogree w;th thls stcti‘ement2 — _My hool Iets da porent/
-._-.';.."guordlon know if P m doing @ good |ob Do
36.

How much do you agree with this stc:femem? There is at ]eost one odult
at school that | could go fo for help with a probliem,

_.-Someone inmy. home helps me with my schoolwork (frequency)




